KEY STAGE 3 ENGLISH

Targeting Level 5

Targeting Level 5Tty

Reading

Assessment focuses

The aspects of reading to be assessed are pupils’ ability to:

AF1. Use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for meaning;

AF2. Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use 

        quotation and reference to text;

AF3. Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts;

AF4. Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical 

        and presentational features at text level;

AF5. Explain and comment on writers‘ use of language, including grammatical and literary 

        features at word and sentence level;

AF6. Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the 

        text on the reader;

AF7. Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions.


All pupils should:

• make sure all aspects of the question are answered, e.g. explanation and quotation;

• read each question carefully to identify exactly what is being asked for rather than giving a 

  vague or generic answer, e.g. ‘to make the reader read on’;

• look closely at key words in questions which signal what is required, e.g. explain, comment 

  on, support with a quotation, in what ways etc;

• when commenting or explaining refer closely to relevant parts of the text;

• in the Shakespeare reading tasks, balance reference to and discussion of the two extracts 

  from the play.


Level 4 - Level 5

Pupils need to:

• refer closely to the text, selecting relevant evidence to support their ideas; (AF2)

• recognise how features of structure contribute to text organisation, e.g. openings, link to 

  endings; (AF4)

• recognise how some effects such as suspense and tension are created. (AF6)


Shakespeare reading
Level 4 - Level 5

Pupils need to:

• relate characters’ speech and actions to motives, rather than simply describing what they 

  do;

• identify features of language which contribute to character and action;

• select relevant quotations to support and develop points.

Writing

Assessment focuses

The aspects of writing to be assessed are pupils’ ability to:

AF1. Write imaginative, interesting and thoughtful texts;

AF2. Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader and purpose;

AF3. Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring information, 

         ideas and events;

AF4. Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs;

AF5. Vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect;

AF6. Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses and 

        sentences;

AF7. Select appropriate and effective vocabulary;

AF8. Use correct spelling.


Level 4 - Level 5

Pupils need to:

• maintain the purpose and viewpoint of the writing throughout, e.g. maintain objective 

  reporting rather than lapsing into narrative; (AF2)

• use paragraphs to structure texts, developing main ideas by including relevant detail and

  comment; (AF3)

• use connectives (although, until) to link or compare ideas and events within and between  

  complex sentences; (AF5)

• vary past tense forms (were swimming, had been seen) and use modal verbs (could,  

  should, may, must) to suggest consequence, possibility, or to qualify opinions; (AF5)

• recognise sentence boundaries and demarcate them accurately. (AF6)
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