Lesson 5

	Scheme of work
GCSE poetry revision

	Focus
‘Blessing’ and ‘Island Man’.  

	Objectives 
Understanding how to answer a poetry question.

	Teaching sequence
	Activities
	Resources

	Introduction 

	Rainfall in India v England. Pupils fill in chart with an estimate.
Give answers. Emphasis that water is an important feature of Indian and British culture - in India because there is little rainfall, and Britain because there is lots.
Look at rainfall maps to emphasise this further. 


	Rainfall chart.

	Strategy check


	Reminder that poem ‘Blessing’ focuses on water. Water is precious because there is so little of it whereas Britain is quite wasteful of water because there is a lot of it.
	Handouts of poems and poetic techniques.

	Independent and related task


	Read through the poem ‘Blessing’ highlighting key features. Reminder of what pupils need to know about each poem – What? Why? How?
   What is the poem about? (Plot). 
                  G/F grade
   Why has the poem been written? (Poet’s message).   

                  E/D grade
   How has the poem been written? (Poetic techniques). 
                  C grade.
Need to combine What? Why? How? to get a C grade.


	

	Returning to the task: developing response


	Read through the poem ‘Island Man’ highlighting key features.
How does this relate to your own experiences? Do you dream in your own language? Put personal responses in essays.
How are the 2 poems similar / different? Look at the different ways to compare the poems – content, theme, culture etc. See comparison charts. Put ideas down on the essay plan.
Using the essay plan fill in the essay writing frame. 


	Handout of writing frames and essay plans.
Handouts of comparison charts. 

	Review: targets and next steps

	Look at the one of the other essay plans and write a practice essay. Use the mark schemes to give yourself a grade!

	Handouts of other essay plans and mark schemes. 


	Evaluation


	NB - These 2 poems were chosen as a particular concern by the pupils I worked with, but the approach is the same for all the poems - get their interest in the poem’s subject first, ask for their impressions / responses to it and only then start deconstructing it. There is plenty in this lesson to continue into another lesson(s).

	


