‘Stormbreaker’ by Anthony Horowitz

Guided Reading Lesson Plan


	Scheme of work
‘Stormbreaker’ by Anthony Horowitz

 (session to run alongside lesson 2)

	Focus
Establishing genre & main character. Chapter 1. 


	Objectives Y8 R4 – review their developing skills as active, critical readers who search for meaning using a range of reading strategies.
R11 – investigate the different ways familiar themes are explored and presented by different writers.

R14 – recognise the conventions of some common literary forms.


	Reading strategies targeted
Decoding.
Close reading. 

Skimming.
Scanning.

Information retrieval.

Prediction. 

	Teaching sequence
	Activities
	Resources

	Introduction to text

	Recap chapter 1.
Discuss what pupils know already about the spy genre. Recipe of typical items needed e.g. goodies, baddies, gadgets, typical plot.
	Chapter 1

	Strategy check

	Recap the following reading strategies:

Decoding – how to work out difficult words e.g. patriotic, cemeteries.
Close reading. 

Skimming.

Scanning.

Information retrieval.

Prediction. 
	

	Independent reading and related task
	Re-read the first two pages which introduce the character of Alex. Pick out quotes to describe him – appearance and personality. 
	

	Returning to the text: developing response
	Choose a picture which you think most looks like your idea of Alex. With a partner explain your choice with reference to the text. Have you chosen the same picture? 
NB – picture H is of the actor chosen to play Alex in the film version.
	Character pictures.

	Review: reading targets and next steps

	What characteristics does a hero need? E.g. bravery. Which characteristics does Alex have? How is he like / unlike a typical hero? Using clues about the genre and Alex, predict what might happen in the story and how Alex may show these characteristics.
Next steps – continue to read closely to find clues to help you predict what might happen next and look closely at sections where Alex demonstrates his characteristics. 
	

	Evaluation

	Which reading strategies have they used in this session – when + where + why?
	


